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Now that antomobiles have made
their appearacuce in this connty with
the purchase of one by John Peter
aon of Los Osos, the people will be
interested ia knowing that the
Supervisora of San Francisco have
passed to print un ordinance limiting
the speed of thess modern vehicles
to eight mileg an hour juside the
city limits. Is will prohubly be a
long time before the city lawmas kers
of San Luis Obispo will be called
upon to pass such an ordinance.

July 11, 1901, the county reckons with the new technology of the era

The Automobile Arrives in San Luis Obispo

" | have often asserted that, technology aside, our

An Automibile. | predecessors in this county lived very similar lives to the

J. Peterson, of Los Osos, passed ones we lead today. | thought this week was a good
through town in an automobile this opportunity to stop putting technology aside and rather
mornings | take a close look at the adoption of something we today

5 consider basic, almost necessary, but not that long ago

The first recorded appearance of an was a frightening novelty - the automobile.

automobile in San Luis Obispo While there are some indications of self-powered




conveyances being designed and possibly even built as
early as the 1670s, the modern automobile is widely

considered to have its start in 1886, when Karl Benz patented his invention.

July 5th 1901

It was not too many years after that, in 1901, that we have the first recorded sighting of the new
contraption published in the semi-weekly San Luis Obispo Breeze. A Mr. John Peterson of Los

Osos, who was 61 years old at the time, is briefly noted as passing through San Luis Obispo.

August 6, 1901 Seml-Weekly Breeze (San Luis Obispo) p.

VERY
NARROW
ESCAPE

E. B. Nelson' Badly
Hurt in a Run-
away.

Horse Becomes Frightened at an
Autombile on the Los Osos
Road This Morning.

From Saturdoy's Daily -

A serious aceident occured on the

' Lios Osos road about six miless from

this place at ten o’clock this morn-
ing, and F. B. Nelson, of San Fran-
cisco narrowly escaped with his life.
A runaway horse was responsible
for the misfortune and an automobile
was respounsible for the runaway.
This morning Mr. Nelson, who is
tbe manager of the ‘‘Dairyman’s
Union,” got a horse and rig from

‘Rowan’s stable to take a drive out
‘through the Los Osos.

Julian Estra-
da went along as driver and no
trouble was experienced until they
were about six miles from town,
near H. M. Warden’s place. ‘Here
théy met John Peterson, Sr. .and

hics son  JTohn Peterean Tr  in

| Peterson immediately putz him in
the automobile and brought him into
town as quickly as possible. He was
placed under the care of Dr. E. A,
‘Dial who dressed the wound and
stitched the scalp back in place. The
wound was of amost ugly nature and
extended from the forehead to the
crown, the entire scalp being torn
from the skull. Fortunately the
skull was not fractured at all, and
with proper care the man will be
able. to return to his home in a few
days.

After his wound had been dressed,
he was taken toc the French- Hotel,
where he has been stopping for the
past few days.

The stories of those who saw the

. accident, and those who were in it,

differ. SOII]BWh'it inregard to the par-
ticulars, but it is doubtful if anyone
is to bla,me. The driver says he mo-
tioned to Mr. Peterson to stop when
he noticed that the horse was becom-
ing frightened, but he is not sure
whether he did or not. ““The
horse: ran up against the fence,”

he said,” "‘““and - then ' started
to kick. He kicked over the
dashboard and Mr. Nelson then

tried to get out. I told hlm to sit
still, but just then ‘the horse made a
‘sudden lurch, the seat was broken
off and I was thrown from the buggy.
When I got up I saw Mr. Nelson
lying *here in the road with his head
cut open. He was put in the auto-
mobile and brought into town while T
caught the horse and brought him
nin'"

| When an interview was sought
. With Mr. Nelson he said he was
scarcely able to think and could
make no statemente. He says he
did not jump from the buggy, and
does not know whether he struck
his head on a rock when he fell or
was kicked by the horse,
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then‘ automobﬂe The horse be-
came- frightened when he saw
the horseless carriage coming
down the read at full speed, and
.the driver motioned for them to stop.
They did so, but it was too late, for

the frightened animal had shied into
a wire fence and then turning sud-
denly had thrown the occupants
from the buggy and dashed down the
road. The driver escaped unhurt, |
but Mr. -Nelson, it is supposed
struck his head on a rock and tore
his scalp almost entirely off. Mr,

1+ bhat he should Have been the in-

Hile. A LULLIOVA Qayos, YFG odbW LLDO
horse when they were about two
hnndred yards in front of us.and we
cut the speed of the machine down.
We were coming up slowly and when
about one hundred yards from them
the horse commenced kicking and
then turned and threw the men from
the buggy. The young man states
that Mr. Nelson was kicked by the
horse, and not thrown on a .rock.

Mr. Peterson is extremely sorry

nocent cause of the'accident and
says ke is always extremely careful

when on the road with the Auto.
A

It was only a month later that we have the first November 28, 1901 p. 2
recorded injury from an incident involving a car - and it d
involves the same Mr. Peterson.

Automobiles are continuing to smash

A Mr. F.B. Nelson of San Francisco was riding in a the records. No one would object to this

horse-drawn carriage down Los Osos Road when it they didn’t smash anything elge.
Peterson came along driving in the opposite direction.

P

The horse panicked and attempted to bolt, throwing
the passengers from the buggy. Nelson sustained a

serious head injury in the fall,

Peterson to town to seek medical attention.

i

tomobiles

AN ORDINANCE

|
Regulatmg the bpeed 8t
and Conduct of Au-| ==

The Board of Supervisorsof the county of Tab
| San Luis Ubispo du onuam as folluub_

and was driven by Judging from the way the sutomo-

bile factories are overwhelmed with
ordere, the horeeless carriage must
have to go.
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drive ap automobile or motor vehicle pro- {7
peiled by steam, electricity, ‘gusohine «r .
' { other fource of energy withia the limitse UE | e
-1 8an Luis Obispo county, suveé in accoidance | o -

~| witn the provisions of tms ordinance. M
| Seclion 2. Kyery auiomobile: or  motor |
ghull be provided wita good and sufticient | 189
brakes, and shall also ve provided with a for
| suituble bell, horn or oiher sigual. - Hvery tak
automobile shall, whii¢ being” rropelled in iie?’;

1 this eounty,exhibit during the }geri'éd. from W
"' one hour ufter sunset 1o one hour before | i)
'} sunrise, one lamp in front of such vehicie; | —
. Lora lampun-each side, th 8+ showmgz white | %
8 ‘J_-_-};;‘ *his Visibla wibiin a sonable distance in v
Aihs “directiol an. which the automobile is ] thi
e ad)

A “Secti 1 3. No; pergon’ driv.ng -and M4 he
; y ,"gi%s_or motor vehicle gﬂ
pa,

e

“f.oharge of'an auloml ‘
- | running on_any roa¥ or driveway inany
@ ﬁmgmaPppu(ﬁgg{q_.‘-dis,trict‘ in this county, | fpe
fsbmlliffﬁﬁﬁam-&-igreaﬁ&-b_ ecd than ten miles | nig
.| per hour, a;_pg in other | priions of this coun- { a¢

: ﬁ\gﬁaﬁ mt‘_m;ﬁ%g;m a speed greater than |\
18 Teasonable and  proper, having regard fo|
{ truffic and use of highways, or soastoen: |
{'danger the life or Hmb of sny person. . V
a* ~Mection 4. Every person driving an auto-| ¥V
~ | mobile, on arriving within fhree hundred | nu
1eet.of any vehicle . ﬂmp.eﬂed by. animal} -
. | power, or of a person leading or deiving do- | da
" | mestic animals, shall slow down to & speed | bc
. | not exeeedirg six miles per hour, and shall |
2 I not inerease such speed unti sﬁ'cffveh"cleor ot
%; | animals have been passed, and every person | B
50 | driving an automobt'e shall, at request or | ¢¢

d

i

P si%na‘l_by putting up a hand by a person |
' lridipgor driving a borse ox horees, or lead- | =
ing or driving domeslic ~apimals, cause the

| antomobile to  inmmediately cstop:tand rTe {
| main stationary so long as it may be ueces. |
sary to allow said “horses = or:domes. | °
V- | animals to pass or get out of the wa yand |

.0 | onall mountain roads the automobile shall, B
=

1e | when ‘meeting ‘awny vehicle propelled by |

“* | apimal power, take theoutside of the grade. |
‘ - .

ut " 'Qection 5. Any person wviolating the pro- | _

8, | visions of - this ordinance shall be deemed |

e 1 anilte of a misdemeanor, and shall be pun- |




;} r.'mghed by a ﬁna not exceedlug twenly- ﬁve

dollars, er by im}
sh | jair nc;it to e(:ircee‘ e
is and imprison Sl :
lm- ,euch o Tlnl; ordinance shall tnke ef-

.te;;.t. and be in fm'ce ﬁfteeu daye from and
, }aﬂar ats paesage.

Lnt; 2 Cha.lrman nf the Board of Supervmors of

Luis Obispo County.
Sa:ﬂegt my hg?d and the seal of said Board

: thla 3d day of Sepbember, 1901.

- Section 6. -

ell
u? | [Seal] o

- The for mng ordinance was P
ke adopted beygthefollowing vote,towit: Ayes:
Gllliam,
e, Smlt.h

be | Supervisors
sh- Pape
Not

1‘91"_ J
'W" [Sea -

ET | m—

E tness my - hand &nd the aeal of said.
Board this 3d day of September, 1901,

Clerk of the Board of Supernsors.
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Apologies for the poor quaI|ty of the scan - the orlglnal was not in great shape.

G. J. WALTERS' AUTOMORBILE.

Purchased im San Francisco and
Brought Down by Mr. and
Mrs. Wright.

Tt has been knowfi for some time
to a good many that G. J. Walters,
Southern Pacific chief dispatcher,
contemplating adopting the auto-
mobile as a means of locomotion.
It now transpires that he has
bought a machine and that it will
{likely arrive here today.

W. H, Wright went to SanFran-
cisco for Mr. Walter’s antomobijle,
which is a very fine omne, and
brought it down overland as far as
Paso Robles, arriving there last

night. ‘Today by daylight he will|

probably bring it over the moun-
tain. Mrs. Wright accompanied
Mr. Wright from San Francisco to
Paso Robles, and being in a hurry
to get home, they came over on the
local last night.

Even years later, it was still
considered newsworthy when
someone bought a car.
This article is from 1903.

Regulation

The county wasted no time and by early September of
1901, the Board of Supervisors passed the first
ordinance regarding the regulation of automobiles. A
speed limit of 10 mph was enacted in populated areas,
while on less-populous roads speed must be
"reasonable and proper".

Provisions were put in place for interactions between
automobiles and livestock, as well as between horse-
drawn and non-horse-drawn vehicles.

Today, we still see efforts to find a balance between
cars and alternate forms of transportation, with groups
like Bike SLO County advocating for space for non-car
transportation.

And so, it is worth remembering that we are not so
very far removed from a time when things moved
slower.



http://bikeslocounty.org/

Virtual Tours

We now have three virtual tours to choose
from! You can visit the Dallidet Adobe, the
Octagon Barn, and the Jack House live via
Zoom.

For information or to register, click here.

Even More Tours

Our friends at the lighthouse are getting into the
act!

Take a docent-led virtual tour of the Point San
Luis Light Station, a Central Coast hidden gem.
Travel with a docent back in time to 1890, delve
into the history of the light station, and see all
the places you'd see on an in-person tour, plus
more.

Register here

Dallidet Gardens Open

Have you ever seen a Mongolian Sunflower?
Or a 130-year old Avocado tree? Are you
looking for some outdoor tranquility? Then you
should visit the Dallidet Gardens.

Every Sunday through Labor Day, the gardens
will be open from 11 am to 3 pm. The State's
guidelines for Outdoor Museums will be strictly
followed, so please bring your mask.

The Dallidet Family enjoy their garden
with some, ahem, minor alterations

1185 Pacific Street, San Luis Obispo

Mindfulness in the Gardens

We are very excited to announce the return of
guided meditation to the Dallidet
Gardens. Engage your senses - sound, sight,
touch - by sitting, walking and exploring in silent
contemplation

Starting August 18th and continuing weekly
through the end of September, your skilled
guides will help you to enjoy this 1% hour fresh,
yet timeless, approach.

Safety protocols for Covid will be observed, which includes a limited number of spaces.

To learn more or to register, please visit our website.



https://www.historycenterslo.org/virtual.html
https://my805tix.com/organizations/point-san-luis-lighthouse
https://covid19.ca.gov/pdf/guidance-outdoor-museums.pdf
https://www.historycenterslo.org/mindful.html

Looking for more to do?

e Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. With posts like Mystery Monday and
Throwback Thursday, we'll be sharing photos from our collection.

e Take a virtual walking tour of historic San Luis Obispo. These video series feature short
vignettes about significant local landmarks.

If you have any ideas of content you'd like to see, share it with us! And if you enjoy what we
share with you, and if you are able to, would you please consider supporting us?

Thank you for being a part of our community. Everybody stay healthy and safe.

Sincerely,
fﬂ./ /’él/,/

Thomas Kessler
Executive Director

History Center of San Luis Obispo County
696 Monterey Street, SLO | (805) 543-0638 | historycenterslo.org

Become a member now, click here!

STAY CONNECTED:

flvlo



https://www.facebook.com/historyslo/
https://twitter.com/historyslo
https://www.instagram.com/historyslo/
https://www.historycenterslo.org/walking-tours.html
https://www.historycenterslo.org/support.html
https://www.historycenterslo.org/support.html
https://www.facebook.com/historycenterslo/
https://twitter.com/historyslo
https://instagram.com/historyslo

