The Earliest Automobiles

July 11, 1901, the county reckons with the new technology of the era

The Automobile Arrives in San Luis Obispo

The first recorded appearance of an
automobile in San Luis Obispo

I have often asserted that, technology aside, our
predecessors in this county lived very similar lives to the
ones we lead today. I thought this week was a good
opportunity to stop putting technology aside and rather
take a close look at the adoption of something we today
consider basic, almost necessary, but not that long ago
was a frightening novelty - the automobile.
While there are some indications of self-powered
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conveyances being designed and possibly even built as
early as the 1670s, the modern automobile is widely
considered to have its start in 1886, when Karl Benz patented his invention.
It was not too many years after that, in 1901, that we have the first recorded sighting of the new
contraption published in the semi-weekly San Luis Obispo Breeze. A Mr. John Peterson of Los
Osos, who was 61 years old at the time, is briefly noted as passing through San Luis Obispo.

It was only a month later that we have the first
recorded injury from an incident involving a car - and it
involves the same Mr. Peterson.
A Mr. F.B. Nelson of San Francisco was riding in a
horse-drawn carriage down Los Osos Road when
Peterson came along driving in the opposite direction.
The horse panicked and attempted to bolt, throwing
the passengers from the buggy. Nelson sustained a
serious head injury in the fall, and was driven by
Peterson to town to seek medical attention.

Apologies for the poor quality of the scan - the original was not in great shape.

Regulation
The county wasted no time and by early September of
1901, the Board of Supervisors passed the first
ordinance regarding the regulation of automobiles. A
speed limit of 10 mph was enacted in populated areas,
while on less-populous roads speed must be
"reasonable and proper".
Provisions were put in place for interactions between
automobiles and livestock, as well as between horsedrawn and non-horse-drawn vehicles.
Today, we still see efforts to find a balance between
cars and alternate forms of transportation, with groups
like Bike SLO County advocating for space for non-car
transportation.
And so, it is worth remembering that we are not so
very far removed from a time when things moved
slower.

Even years later, it was still
considered newsworthy when
someone bought a car.
This article is from 1903.

Virtual Tours
We now have three virtual tours to choose
from! You can visit the Dallidet Adobe, the
Octagon Barn, and the Jack House live via
Zoom.
For information or to register, click here.

Even More Tours
Our friends at the lighthouse are getting into the
act!
Take a docent-led virtual tour of the Point San
Luis Light Station, a Central Coast hidden gem.
Travel with a docent back in time to 1890, delve
into the history of the light station, and see all
the places you'd see on an in-person tour, plus
more.
Register here

Dallidet Gardens Open
Have you ever seen a Mongolian Sunflower?
Or a 130-year old Avocado tree? Are you
looking for some outdoor tranquility? Then you
should visit the Dallidet Gardens.

The Dallidet Family enjoy their garden
with some, ahem, minor alterations

Every Sunday through Labor Day, the gardens
will be open from 11 am to 3 pm. The State's
guidelines for Outdoor Museums will be strictly
followed, so please bring your mask.
1185 Pacific Street, San Luis Obispo

Mindfulness in the Gardens
We are very excited to announce the return of
guided
meditation
to
the
Dallidet
Gardens. Engage your senses - sound, sight,
touch - by sitting, walking and exploring in silent
contemplation
Starting August 18th and continuing weekly
through the end of September, your skilled
guides will help you to enjoy this 1½ hour fresh,
yet timeless, approach.
Safety protocols for Covid will be observed, which includes a limited number of spaces.
To learn more or to register, please visit our website.

Looking for more to do?
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. With posts like Mystery Monday and
Throwback Thursday, we'll be sharing photos from our collection.
Take a virtual walking tour of historic San Luis Obispo. These video series feature short
vignettes about significant local landmarks.
If you have any ideas of content you'd like to see, share it with us! And if you enjoy what we
share with you, and if you are able to, would you please consider supporting us?
Thank you for being a part of our community. Everybody stay healthy and safe.
Sincerely,

Thomas Kessler
Executive Director

History Center of San Luis Obispo County
696 Monterey Street, SLO | (805) 543-0638 | historycenterslo.org
Become a member now, click here!

STAY CONNECTED:

